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OCP 2026
CALL FOR JOINT   RESEARCH PROPOSALS
Summary Proposal Application Form

Field of Cooperation in	Security Research	In the Priority Research Area of	Energy security, Biosafety and Biosecurity, 	and Water safety and security 		Closing date for the Summary Proposals: 30 May 2026		



NOTICE OF IMPORTANCE
Please read the following instructions carefully. This document serves as the Summary Proposal Application Form for ISTC Open Call for Joint Research Proposals 2026.

· Application Structure: The Summary Proposal Application Form consists of five (5) sections that must be completed in full.
· Use of the Application Form:
· The Summary Proposal Application Form must be used exactly as provided. Applicants shall complete only the designated sections.
· Any alterations, additions, attachments, or modifications outside the designated input areas are strictly prohibited and may result in disqualification of the application.
· Research Team Composition: Each application must include a consortium of at least two research groups, one from research institutions and/or universities of one of the eligible CAC countries, and one from research institutions and/or universities of Japan.
· Lead Principal Investigators (Lead PIs/Project Managers):
· The Summary Proposal Application Form must be completed in English.
· Submission must be made exclusively via email to portal@istc.int by the Lead PIs/Project Managers. 
· Submissions sent to any other email address will not be considered.
· Submission Deadline:
· The Lead PIs/Project Managers must submit their Summary Proposal Application Form to the ISTC Secretariat no later than 17:00 (KZT, UTC+5) on 30 May 2026.
· The ISTC Secretariat assumes no responsibility for delays or email transmission errors that result in late submissions.
· Other supplement document: In addition to the Summary Proposal Application Form, institute/organization concurrence letter must be submitted by the Lead                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      PIs/Project Managers. The templates have been uploaded to the ISTC website, along with the application guidelines.

· File names of documents: When submitting documents, please name them as follows: ‘DDMMYY (submission date) _Summary Proposal Application Form_Project Manager’s name.docx’ (Word file) and ‘DDMMYY_Institution Concurrence Letter_Project Manager’s name.pdf’(pdf file).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Important: Kindly delete this notice page before submitting the completed form to the ISTC Secretariat.


SECTION 1: OVERVIEW OF THE COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH PROJECT

1. Selected Priority Research Areas of the Collaborative Research Project
* Please select the thematic priorities under which your proposal is being submitted.
☐  Energy Security
☐  Biosafety and Biosecurity
☐  Water Safety and Security

2. Title of the Collaborative Research Project
Click or tap here to enter your text。

3. Short title of Collaborative Research Project
Click or tap here to enter your text。

4. Abstract of Collaborative Research Project
*Please provide a brief summary of the project’s goals, methodology, and expected outcomes (70–80 words). This summary may be published on the ISTC website if the project is selected.
Click or tap here to enter your text。

5. Duration of Collaborative Research Project (*up to 36 months)










SECTION 2: COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH PROJECT SUMMARY
Provide a summary of your collaborative research project. List all participating institutions, starting with the Leading Institution. Include 3–7 keywords and briefly describe the summary of the project (max. 250 words).

This instruction box can be removed after completion.







	Participating Institutions


	Leading institution
(Lead Country)
	name
	

	
	
	address
	

	
	
	country
	

	
	Participating institution　
(Japan *mandatory)
	name
	

	
	
	address
	

	
	
	country
	

	
	Participating institution
(other CAC country, if any)
	name
	

	
	
	address
	

	
	
	country
	

	
	Participating institution
(other countries in Europe, US and beyond, if any)
	name
	

	
	
	address
	

	
	
	country
	

	Keywords
(3–7 keywords)
	

	Summary of the Project 
(Word Limit:
250 words)
	











SECTION 3: CURRICULUM VITAE OF PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATORS
Provide the basic information of the Principal Investigators (PI) starting from the Leading institution, including a publication list from the past five years related to the proposed project (maximum 2 pages). No additional CVs are required or should be attached to this Application Form.

* For projects involving more than three participating institutions, kindly add additional tables as needed to ensure all institutions are included.

This instruction box can be removed after completion.










Leading institution: Click or tap here to enter your text。	
1. Personal Information of Lead PI (Project Manager)
	Honorific / Title
	

	Full Name
	

	Affiliation
	

	Division/ Department
	

	Position / Job Title
	

	E-mail
	

	Telephone
	

	Researcher ID
	ORCID, ResearchGate or Google Scholar 



2. Educational Background
*List degrees in reverse chronological order, starting with the most recent.
	Degree
	Field of Study
	Institution Name
	Period of Study
(YYYY – YYYY)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



3. Professional Experience
*List degrees in reverse chronological order, starting with the most recent.
	Period of Employment
	Organization / Institution
	Position / Job Title

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



4. Professional Distinctions and Memberships
	Year
	Distinction / Membership

	
	

	
	

	
	



5. Key Publications
* From the past five years related to the proposed project (Maximum length: equivalent to 2 pages). Please include Author’s name, Article Title, Journal Name, Volume, Issue, Date, Pages, DOI/URL.
Click or tap here to enter your text。



Participating institution in Japan: Click or tap here to enter your text。	
1. Personal Information of Japanese PI (Foreign Collaborator) 
	Honorific / Title
	

	Full Name
	

	Affiliation
	

	Division/ Department
	

	Position / Job Title
	

	E-mail
	

	Researcher ID
	ORCID, ResearchGate or Google Scholar 



2. Key Publications
* From the past five years related to the proposed project (Maximum length: equivalent to 2 pages). Please include Author’s name, Article Title, Journal Name, Volume, Issue, Date, Pages, DOI/URL.
Click or tap here to enter your text。



Participating institution in CAC country: Click or tap here to enter your text。	
1. Personal Information of National PI(Sub-Manager) 
	Honorific / Title
	

	Full Name
	

	Affiliation
	

	Division/ Department
	

	Position / Job Title
	

	E-mail
	

	Telephone
	

	Researcher ID
	ORCID, ResearchGate or Google Scholar 




2. Educational Background
*List degrees in reverse chronological order, starting with the most recent.
	Degree
	Field of Study
	Institution Name
	Period of Study
(YYYY – YYYY)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



3. Professional Experience
*List degrees in reverse chronological order, starting with the most recent.
	Period of Employment
	Organization / Institution
	Position / Job Title

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



4. Professional Distinctions and Memberships
	Year
	Distinction / Membership

	
	

	
	

	
	



5. Key Publications
* From the past five years related to the proposed project (Maximum length: equivalent to 2 pages). Please include Author’s name, Article Title, Journal Name, Volume, Issue, Date, Pages, DOI/URL.
Click or tap here to enter your text。



SECTION 4: RESEARCH TEAMS
For each participating institution, please list all team members involved in the proposed research project, specifying the Team Leader (PI) and participating researchers, along with the relevant details as follows:
· Name: Full name of the team member.
· Affiliation: Institution, department, or division where the team member is based.
· Title: Honorific or professional title (e.g., Ms., Mr., Dr., A/Prof., Prof.).
· Degree: Highest academic degree obtained (e.g., PhD, MSc).
· Specialty: Area of research expertise or specialization.
· ECR: Indicate whether the member is an Early Career Researcher by placing a tick “☒” if applicable.

To strengthen research capacity in the region and support the development of early career researchers (ECRs), each research team must include at least one ECR (who has obtained Ph.D. within the past eight years or is currently a Ph.D. candidate). Please indicate participation of ECRs by placing a tick “☒” in the corresponding column, if applicable.

* For projects involving more than three participating institutions, kindly add additional tables as needed to ensure all institutions are included.

This instruction box can be removed after completion.














Leading institution: Click or tap here to enter your text。
Research Team Members
	Name
	Affiliation
	Title
	Degree
	Specialty
	ECR

	Team Leader (Lead PI/Project Manager)

	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Participating Researchers

	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	
	
	
	
	
	☐



Participating institution in Japan: Click or tap here to enter your text。
Research Team Members
	Name
	Affiliation
	Title
	Degree
	Specialty
	ECR

	Team Leader (Japanese PI/Foreign Collaborator)

	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Participating Researchers

	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	This section should be completed when the full proposal is submitted.

	
	
	
	
	☐
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	
	
	
	
	
	☐



Participating institution in CAC country: Click or tap here to enter your text。
Research Team Members
	Name
	Affiliation
	Title
	Degree
	Specialty
	ECR

	Team Leader (National PI/Sub Manager)

	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	Participating Researchers

	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	
	
	
	
	
	☐
	
	
	
	
	
	☐





SECTION 5: COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH PROJECT DESCRIPTION
1. Research Background and State of the Art - Clearly outline the background and state of the art of the proposed research topic, posing clear scientific questions. Include ongoing research activities and the special strengths of each research team; maximum 1 page.
2. Research Objectives –Describe the specific and clear goals that the proposed project aims to achieve, demonstrating its scientific significance and novelty; maximum 1 page.
3. Methodology - Explicitly describe the technical approach and how the project will address the identified issues; maximum 2 pages.
4. Expected Outcomes - Describe the scientific outcomes as well as relevance to industry and society, including how the project contributes to ISTC’s main objective of non-proliferation and CBRN risk mitigation; maximum 1 page.
5. Synergy of Joint Research Activities – Clearly define the role of each research team and explain how they will leverage their expertise and scientific strengths. Explain how the research teams complement each other and the expected added value of the proposed joint project; maximum 1 page.
6. Reference - APA 7th edition referencing styles; maximum 1 page

This instruction box can be removed after completion.














1. Research Background and State of the Art (maximum 1 page)
Click or tap here to enter your text。


2. Research Objectives (maximum 1 page)
Click or tap here to enter your text。























3. Methodology (maximum 2 pages)
Click or tap here to enter your text。


4. Expected Outcomes (maximum 1 page) 
Click or tap here to enter your text。


5. Synergy of the Joint Research Activities (maximum 1 page)
Click or tap here to enter your text。


6. Reference (maximum 1 page)
Click or tap here to enter your text。
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SECTION 6: PROJECT BUDGET OVERVIEW
Total maximum funding per project: 250,000 USD
Eligible cost categories are:
• Personal costs for CAC region participants (≦40% of the total project budget) 
• Equipment (E)
• Materials and consumables (M) (E+M ≦30% of the total project budget)
• Travel for collaboration and meetings (must include international travel costs for Japanese research group) (≧ 25% of the total project budget) 
• Other direct costs (≒ 3-8% of the total project budget)
Costs associated with custom clearance, transportation, publication, translation and payment for services up to 20,000USD
• Overhead/indirect costs (≒ 3-8% of the total project budget)
• Bank fees (≒ 1% of total project budget

This instruction box can be removed after completion.














Estimated Project Costs (USD)
	Estimated total Cost of the Project (USD)
	

	Leading Institution
	
	

	Participating Institution in CAC country
	
	



	[bookmark: _Hlk157383767]Estimated total Cost of the Project (USD)
	

	Including:
	

	
	Payments to Individual Participants
	

	
	Equipment
	

	
	Materials and consumables
	

	
	Other Direct Costs
	

	
	Travel 
	

	
	Bank Fees
	

	
	Overhead
	

















	


Subject:	Foreign collaborator’s Institutional Background Note
1. Title of the Collaborative Research Project
Click or tap here to enter your text。
2. Leading institution 
Click or tap here to enter your text。
3. Personal Information of Japanese PI (Foreign Collaborator) 
	Honorific / Title
	

	Full Name
	

	Affiliation
	

	Division/ Department
	

	Position / Job Title
	

	Researcher ID
	ORCID, ResearchGate or Google Scholar 


4. Short institutional profile of the selected Japanese Institution
Click or tap here to enter your text。
5. Foreign collaborator’s experience in the scientific field of proposed project
Click or tap here to enter your text。
6. Previous cooperation with the foreign collaborator (if any)
Click or tap here to enter your text。
7. The scientific relevance and defined role of the foreign collaborator in the proposed project 
Click or tap here to enter your text。













[Full Name of Project Manager]
[Position / Title]
[Institution Name]
[Address]
[Email], [Phone]


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
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